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SUBJECT: Alert! Amendments May Now Be Submitted in Revised Format 

Patait Corps personnel may soon see amendments presented in a revised fomiat. This is because 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office ("Office") is now permitting appHcants to submit 
amendments m a revised format as set forth in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT NOW 
PERmTTED OffGaz. Pat. Office _ (February 15, 2003), available on the USPTO web site at 
http.//ww usp o. Sov/web/ofilices/pac/ dapp/ o p1a / 7Vreo gnotice/reva^>!fp r.n htm The revised amendment format 
Vcltf^'.flT'^ ^f^. amendment format that Hie Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
(Marnier of Makmg Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adoptedYwill 

tH^l f^r^^f ?^?nn?'?'?"u^^.*'"P'°^^ management. The Office plans to adopt such a "revision 
to § 1.121 by July 2003, at which point applicant's compliance with revised § 1.121 will be mandatory. 

'^^S^Zf^^'^'^^^'^f^""^'^^^^ '^'^^'^'^ ^"PP""^ Staff onhowto process amendments submitted 
A? I '^nf f P^^'^''^' """"^ ^^^^^"'^ t'-^i^g is expected to be given in 

March 2003. If an amendment is submitted under the revised practice prior to the training do not hold it 

as non-comphant. If processing cannot be deferreH until th^^ trair.ir.fr ic ^^^^\.,^a 1 j-^. 

Office of Patent Legal Admimslration (OPLA) legal advisors listed at the end of this memoriidum. 

^.^!tTr^tT^7^'''fS.''"'''l^^^^^ ^PP^^?^'' ^"^"^ volmitarily submit amendments 

usmg the reused format through flyers inserted with each out-going Office Action mailed dming the 

to ' ; ^""^ ' ^y^^ "^^"^ ^PP^^-^t^ ^ Pr°<=«dures to be used 
to comply with the revised format for amendments to the claims, specification, and drawings. A copy of 
the flyer is included herewith for your information. 

Further Assistance: Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised 
practice should be directed to OPLA Legal Advisors, Elizabeth Dougherty 
(Ehzabeth.DoughertY@uspto.gov) , Gena Jones (Eugenia.Jone.s@.ii.cip tn ^n.A or Joe Narcavage 
(Joseph.Narcavage( g ),uspto.gov ). Alternately, you may send e-mail to "Patent Practice", the OPLA e-mail 

olXwO^PL^^tm?^^^^^^^^ 



Attachment: Flyer - Amendments May Now Be Submitted in Revised Format 



Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting appUcants to submit amendments in a revised 
tormat as set forth below. Furttier details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT 
NOWPERMTTTED, signed January 3 1, 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 25 2003 
(Notice posted on the Office's web site at ' 

http;//www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dat)n/oDla/p reognotirft /re ). The revised amendment 

of^^^^ amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 

37 CFR 1.121 (Manner Of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR 1 12 1 by July of 2O03 
at which pomt compliance with revised 37 CFR 1 , 121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, aU applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format 
Participants m the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype^ receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. ^ 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDlVlF.NTS 

Begin on separate sheets: 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g.. Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments, Drawing Amendments and 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) intioductory comments b ) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remarks, each of these sections must begin on 
a separate sheet. This wiU facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. 

Two Versi ons of amended Dart(s) no longer reduired; 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked tip 
version) of each replacement paragraph, section or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in 
revised tormat below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must include a 
complete usting of all claims in the appHcation. After each claim number, the status must be indicated in a 
parenthetical egression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

(1) TTie current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims must be given. Status is indicated in a parentiietical expression following the claim number by one of 
tile following: (onginal), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn) (new) 
OJreviously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #J, (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formerly 
dependent claim # J, or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and witiidrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented witii markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
stiiketteough (for deleted matter) or underlining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
^^^^^ "^^^ presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings 

(3) Ihe text of pending claims not bemg amended must be presented in clean version, i.e., without any markings 
Any claim text presented m clean version will constitute an assertion tiiat it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



Wrapper prototype program is described in USPTO ANNO UNCES PROTOTYPE OF IMAGE 
2827 ^d S ^^^^'^ ("Protolype Amiouncement"), and appUes only to Art Units 1634, 



Flyer for mailing with all Office actions by all TCs (except Art Units 1634, 2827 and 2834) 



(4) A claim may be canceled by merely providing an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 
constitute an instruction to cancel. Any claims added by amendment must be indicated as (new) and shall not 
be miderlined. 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical order Consecutive 
canceled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g.. Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 

Example of listing of claims (use of the wor d "claim" hefnre the claim number is ohtinnal)r 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a gfe^ blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle. 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 1 1) A black bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 14 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom. 

B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or section marked up to show 
changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean version is not required and should not 
be presented. If a substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean 
version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per current 37 CFR 1. 125. 

C) Amendments to drawinig fieures; 

Tirammo rhanne'e m-nott^a mnA^ u.^, .^^ _w.2 i . ^ , . , . , 

^^ '7'° "Cr?rVr"7 "T" icpiaoemem ngures wnicn incorporate the desired changes and which 

aZvLT.^ Ia' ^^^^'"^*'°^°^^«'^b^g«s"^^demustbepresentedintheremarks section oftheamendment 
Any rylacement drawng sheet must mclude all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet 

iTl^^^^i' ^^^^T" STT^^'^™^^ The figure or figure number ofthe amended drawing should not be ' 
labded as amended. If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant wiU be 

^Sss tppSSnSfier^''*'''^ ""^^ ^^^^^ ^° ^"^^^ ^'^^"^ submission will be required, 

amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should 
m S^u^° u l^g^ ad^s^'-s ^ the Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA): Elizabeth Dougherty 

( Elizabeth.Dougherty( a nispto.gov ), Gena Jones (Eugenia. jQnes(au^to. gov't or Joe Narcavage 

tfQseph.Narcava^e(g).u,sp to fov). For information on the waiver or legal aspects ofthe prototype, please contact Jay 
Lucas ( Jav Lucasg usptx.,govX Semor Legal Advisor (PCTLA) or Rob Clarke (Robert. Clarke^Ltj. .nv^ Senior 
i^egal Advisor (OPLA). Alternatively, fiorther information may be obtained by calling OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 



pi^?*^ ^""^ ^^^^^ substitute specifications, and Sec. C) for changes on replacement drawing 



nviVr ""^""^ ^^^''^P* 2827 and 2834) 



AppL No. XX>^YYY,YYY 
Amdt dated Jan, 15, 2004 
Reply to Office action of Oct. 16, 2003 



SAMPLE FORMAT FOR REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 



(Rev. 2/03) 



Appl. No. 
Applicant 
Filed 
Title 



XX/YYY,YYY 
James Q. Inventor 
April 19, 2003 
Bucket with Handle 



TC/A.U. 
Examiner 



1744 

John Doe 



Docket No. 



12345/jAS/R758 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Washington DC 2023 1 



AMENDMENT 




In response to the Office action of October 16, 2003, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the Usting of claims which begins on page 3 o 
this paper. ^ ^ 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 4 of this paper and include an attached 
replacement sheet. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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